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And so our pledge must hold and we must
labour for the severance of the British connection.
But let us repeat again that we favour no policy
of isolation or aggressive nationalism, as the word
is understood in the Central European countries
to-day. We shall have the closest of contacts, we
hope, with all progressive countries, including
England, if she has shed her imperialism.

But all this discussion about dominion status is
academic talk. It is rriany years now since India
put that idea by and there can be no reversion to
it. To-day, with the whole world in the cauldron
of change and disaster threatening it, this lawyer's
jargon seems strangely out of place. What counts
to-day for us is to break and end this Constitution.
What counts for the world is Spain and British
rearmament and the French armament loan, and
the frantic and terrific race to be ready for war
before this catastrophe comes to overwhelm civili-
sation. When will this come, suddenly and un-
announced, and make a wreck of the modern world ?
That is the question for you and all of us, for on
our answer and on our ability to cope with this
crisis will depend the future of the Indian people.
We have bigger decisions to take, graver choices
before us, than those of lawyers* making.

Those decisions and that action require strength
and perseverance and a disciplined nation. They
require the masses in intelligent and organised move-
ment for mass ideals and mass welfare. They de--
mand that joint front of anti-imperialist forces, of
which we have heard so much, and of which out